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L4-1 The Distributive Property
• equivalent expressions - expressions that have the same value

• simplify - put the mathematical expression or equation in its most basic form

• solve - find an answer or a value for the variable
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Use the Distributive Property to write 4(5 + 8)
as an equivalent expression. Then evaluate 
the expression.

Evaluate Numerical Expressions
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Use the Distributive Property to write (6 – 9)2 as an equivalent 
expression. Then evaluate the expression. 
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Simplify Algebraic Expressions

Use the Distributive Property to write 2(x + 4)
as an equivalent algebraic expression. 
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Use the Distributive Property to write 4(x – 2)
as an equivalent algebraic expression. 
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Use the Distributive Property to write –2(n – 3)
as an equivalent algebraic expression. 
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MOVIES  The cost of a movie ticket is $7 and the cost of a 
box of popcorn is $2. Write two equivalent expressions to 
find the total cost for a family of five to go to the movies if 
each member of the family gets a box of popcorn. Then find 
the total cost.
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RECREATION  A community center offers a canoeing day 
trip. The canoeing fee is $80 per person. The cost of food 
is an additional $39 per person. Find the total cost for a 
family of four.
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